THE 
WESTERN 


RAILROADER 


For the Western Railfan 





VOL. 2 NO. 2 


DECEMBER 1938 





This Western Railroad World 





NWP Asks Electric Abandonment 


The Northwestern Pacific Rail- 
road Company sought to give up 
the ghost of its once extensive 
commuter service on December 
23rd. 

The company went before 
the State Railroad Commission 
and asked permission to abandon 
its ferry service between San 
Francisco and Sausalito and its 
interurban electric train service 
between Sausalito and other Mar- 
in County points. 

Burden on Road 

The petition pointed out that 
the company has for some time 
been operating its commuter ser- 
vice at a loss, and that such loss 
has placed an undue burden up- 
on the company’s main line ser- 
vice between San Francisco and 
Eureka. 

E.:H. Maggard, president of 
the company, supplemented the 
brief application in a statement 
which pointed out that the com- 
pany will continue to operate its 
steam trains between Sausalito 
and Eureka. Passengers, Maggard 





said, will be carried between San 
Francisco and Sausalito over the 
Golden Gate Bridge by bus. 

The company’s application to 
abandon its commuter service will 
be heard by the Railroad Com- 
mission at a time to be fixed 
when the commission meets next 
week. Pending approval of the ap- 
plication, the company must. con- 
tinue to operate. 

Filing of the application is ex- 
pected to rush action by directors 
of the Golden Gate Bridge and 
Highway district on the question 
of tolls which will be charged 
buses which will take over com- 
muter transportation. (See Pet 
Peeves.) 





EXHIBITS 


The Pacific Coast Chapter of 
R&LHS has announced that they 
will have the J. W. Bowker, for- 
mer V&T 21 at the New York 
World’s Fair and two complete 
narrow gauge trains running at 
the Golden Gate Exposition. 
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Over the Editor's Trainsheet 
QGOME of our older readers will remember the trouble we had 


when we first published news of the Western Pacific’s new 
mallets, we never seemed to get the details right. Well, we're 
at it again. In our roster of the Western Pacific engines last 
month we put down 401 to 405 as the numbers of the 4-6-6-4s 
but the actual numbers should have read 401 to 407, o. k.? 

Congratulations to Al Rose for one of the best Xmas cards 
of the season. It consists of a card with a picture of Sierra 
Railroad number 18 as it appears in Warner Bros. “Dodge 
City”. The engine is lettered AT&SF and has plenty of gold 
paint (brass). . 

The reason for this issue being sent out so late is that the 
postal authorities requested that publications delay mailing un- 
til after the Christmas rush. 

We wish to welcome our former editor, Eric Haldkiar, back 
into the staff as an associate editor. Eric’s first job will be 
the handling of the special features department for our issue 
for the Cal-Nevada’s 3rd Annual Pacific Railroad Show, Jan. 
21-28, 1939, at the Hotel Oakland. 

Another addition to the staff is Warren E. “Birney’’ Miller, 
who will be in charge of the mailing room. 

Despite the recent application for abandonment of the NWP 
electric indications are that abandonment will not come till 
late in 1939 if at all. Reports have it that the Railroad Com- 
mission and the traveling public are not as sure as the NWP 
about other acceptable forms of transportation being available. 
Your editor wishes to point out that buses have yet to prove 
that they are capable of handling mass transportation, especi- 
ally commuter traffic such as exists between San Francisco 
and Marin County points. 
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Excursion Board Meets 


The first of the excursion co- 
operation meetings was held on 
December 9 at which time rep- 
resentatives of the Railway & Lo- 
comotive Historical Society, Cali- 
fornia-Nevada Railroad Historical 
Society, Golden Gate Transporta- 
tion Historical Society, Northern 
California Railroad Club, and 
Railroad Boosters of San Fran- 
cisco met to discus plans for the 
coming year. At the time it was 
agreed that a jointly sponsored 
trip at this time would be out of 
the question, but that in case of 
the abandonment of some short 
line the clubs would meet to dis- 
cus a last ride as a jointly spon- 
sored trip. As for dates for 1939, 
the first meeting agreed to re- 
turn on the 16th with an agree- 
ment on the two conflicting trips 
east (R&LHS to New York and 
C-NRHS to Colorado), a complete 
list of trips up to August, 1939, 
and the opinion of their clubs on 
a jointly sponsored trip over the 
Central California Traction, Tide- 
water Southern, and Modesto & 
Empire Traction. 





At the second meeting on Dec- 
ember 16, representatives of all 
the above named organizations 
appeared except the Golden State 


group, who hed been excused as 
they contemplated no trips dur- 
ing 1939, but promised to support 
all trips to the limit. The R&LHS 
reported that they were willing 
to change the date of their trip 
east if necessary, to make both 
trips successful; submitted a 
complete list of dates and des- 
tinations for their trips during 
1939 (not yet ready for publica- 
tion); and stated that they would 
go along with the majority of op- 
inion on the joint trip. The Cali- 
fornia-Nevada Railroad Historical 
Society on the other hand refus- 
ed to change the dates of their 
Colorado trip under any circum- 
stances, refused to submit any 
dates other than the Colorado 
trip, but ok’ed the joint trip (had 
to, as it was their plan). As the 
Cal-Nevada would not committ 
themselves it was moved and vo- 
ted that the meeting be adjourned. 
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STOCKTON SEEKING BELT 
LINE SECTION 
STOCKTON, Nov. 22—A 


|necessity of a Stockton bond is- 
| sue to finance the purchase of 
loan the 


addition to the belt line 


of $120,000 to the Stockton Port! which is operated jointly by the 
District for immediate acquisition | W. P., S. P. and Santa Fe. 


of the Rough and Ready Island, 
line} 
was! 3, (gas); 

upproved yesterday by the RFC,9, and 10 


section of the public belt 
railroad adjoining the city, 
in Washington. 

The Federal loan’ will 


HOBART ENGINES 
Hobart Estate Ry. Nos. 1, 2, 
5 4-4-0; 6 2-6-0; and 7, 
(shays) have been 


|brought into San Francisco to be 
remove sold as “serviceable equipment”. 

















BAY 
TRAINS 


N JANUARY 15th some 40,000 

commuters between East Bay 
points and San Francisco will 
face the first major change in 
commuting habits in 87 years of 
ferryboat transportation. On that 
date the first regular interurban 
electric train will cross the gigan- 
tic San Francisco Bay Bridge, and 
at the same time the colorful 
flees of commuter ferries opera- 
ting to Oakland and Alameda will 
be missing from the bay panor- 
ama for the first time in three 
generations. 

The morning constitutionals on 
the front and rear decks of the 
ferries, the morning breakfast, 
and the friendly groups that have 
loug gathered together all will be 
lost; but to offset them the aver- 
age commuter will be able to 
sleep from 12 to 16 minutes later 
in the morning without being late. 
He will be offered comfortable 
seat in a well lighted and heated 
train, and will ride the full dis- 
tance between his home station 
avd the big new terminal in San 
Francisco without change. And. 
if he is an average commuter, his 
office w.ll be from five to s.x 
minutes closer to the new San 
Francisco terminal than it is to 
he ferry building. 

Already the building stands 
resdy and track work on the 
bridge is nearing completion. 
Even now the instruction trains 

(Continued on page six) 
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the third 





rumble over the existing tracks bridge trains will use 
on the birdge where Key System floor. . 
and Interurban Electric trainmen| [pn the Eastbay, lines of the 
are undergoing schooling that Key System will be just as they 
will be necessary to operate the are at present but the Interurban 
bridge trains on the projected 60 mlectric Railway will have to do 
second headway. quite a bit of building. It  in- 
At the Southern Pacific’s elec-| volves construction of connections 
tric shops in West Alameda work in the vicinity of Twenty-Sixth 
is now finished on the 145 all- | street between Sixteenth street 
steel electric cars of the Southern station and Emeryville for the 
Pacific interurban system for use, Berkeley, Oakland and Alameda 
by the Interurban Electric Rail-' trains. 
way—new Southern Pacific sub-| ‘Trains to and from the Alameda 
sidiary. A description of how they) wij} thus operate on Seventh 
were altered is included further) street to a point in the vicinity 
on in this article. of Cedar street, and by a new 
Trains crossing the bridge will connection, pass over the elevated 
use the lower deck of the struc- structure at Sixteenth street sta- 
ture where two tracks are pro- tion. 
vided for use of the Interurban A storage yard with sufficient 
Electric, Key System, and the 
Sacramento Northern. 
Large S. F. Terminal 


capacity to handle all equipment 
not used during off peak hours 
has been constructed in the vicin- 





The new terminal midway be- 
tween Mission and Howard streets 
was built at a cost of $2,228,- 
000. Through its doors will pass 
approximately 35,000,000 persons 
annually. Elevated viaducts car- 
rying double track _ swing 
through it from the bridge, fan- 
ning out into six tracks on the 
top floor level of the terminal, 
and here the four loading plat-, 
stretching the entire 700-foot 
length of the building will have a 
passenger handling capacity of 1,-' 
160 persons per minute. 


The terminal is three stories | 





ity_of the present automobile toll 
plaza at the eastern end of the 
bridge approach. There will also 
be an inspection shop constructed 
adjacent to this yard, in which 
running inspection and light re- 
pairs will be made. Heavy re- 
pairs will continue to be made 
at Alameda shops, however. 


Equipment 
For the bridge service, 
terurban Electric has a total of 


the In- 


145 cars. There are 95 motor 


, coaches (inclding 8 combination 


cars); 15 operating trailers (cars 
with cab at each end for head- 


in height, with the street level end operation and, while not hav- 
being devoted to waiting room ing motors, are equipped with 
space. The street cars will receive brake valves and master controll- 
and discharge passengers on the ers capable of operating brakes 
second floor and the electric, (Continued on page eight) 
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and electric apparatus of entire ve in either end of two adjoin- 
train); and 36 non-operating trail- ing ears. 
ers. 
Couplers applied to these 145/| 
cars are known as the tight. | Cab signals and train control 
lock type, being without the in- equipment was installed in the 95 
herent slack of the ordinary coup- motor coaches and 15 operating 
ler. Coupling of the cars, electric trailers. In each cab are installed 
circuits and air lines is made au- various switch and signal whis- 
tomactically upon impact of two tles also a signal box with four 
cars. Uncoupling is accomplished colored lights indicating to engin- 
by simple manipulation of a val- eer the various speeds permitted. 


few omg ; 
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Lumber Railroads of the Southwest 
By Warren E. Miller 


S THE Southern rail route bers two and three, are consoli- 

winds its way across Arizona’ dations. The company also has a 
and New Mexieo it goes through large number of logging flats as 
a few small forests of pitch pine. well as one caboose (now out of 
The first of these is between Wil- service). The shay and number 
liams and Flagstaff, Arizona, and two were overhauled only this 
the other is near Mt. Taylor, New summer, and the company appears 


Mexico. In these two stands of 
timber are the lumber railroads 
of the southwest. | 

The first road runs out at Wil- 
liams, Arizona, where the Santa 
Fe’s Grand Canyon branch leaves 
the main line. Here the Sudden 
and Matern Lumber Company has: 
a large mill and storage sheds.| 
The once extensive lumber line 
has fallen into disuse, but the 
rails are still down around the 
mill. The line has one engine, a 
mogul built by Baldwin in 1907, 
that is numbered No. 3, but at 
the present time the remaining 
rail service is handled by the 
Santa Fe under contract. l 

The second road is at Flagstaff, ' 
32 miles east on the Santa Fe. 
Here the Arizona Lumber and 
Timber Company operates a stan- 
dard gauze logging road _ with; 
three engines. One of the engines 
is a shay, but the other two, num-. 


i line 


to be well satisfied with rail 
transportation. The outfit seems 
to be the most ideal lumber rail- 
road that I have seen so far. 

A third line is a long jump to 
the east to Grants, New Mexico, 
on the main line of the Santa Fe. 
Here the George E. Breice Lum- 
ber Company once operated a 
logging line northward to Mt. 
Taylor, but has just recently put 
in trucks. The company still owns 
three engines for yard work; 
numbers 102 and 104, consolida- 
tions built by Schenectedy in 
1300, and number 7, a prairie 
tank built by Porter in 1923. The 
once leased a Santa Fe 
engine, number 648, a consolida- 
tion, for use in yard service while 
the other engines were in road 
service. 

The last line to be considered 
is not a true logging railroad. 

(Continued on next page) 
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but is the Cloudcraft Branch of 
the Southern Pacific. ‘This line 
is about fifty miles southeast of 
the last line considered, and 
handles logs for the Southwest 
Lumber Company at Alamogordo 
New Mexico. Hauling logs for the 
lumber company between Russia 
and Akamogordo is almost the 
entire revenue for the branch 
line, hence the reason for speak- 
ing of it here. The 32-mile haul 





is over a line that includes six 
per cent grades and 30 degree 
curves. The Southern Pacific 
uses two consolidations, numbers 
2507 and 2511, on the line. 
These four systems constitute 
the last remnants of lumber rail- 
roading in the southwest. Two are 
now abandoned, but the other two 
live on, and have fair prospects 
of continuing for many years to 





Pet Peeves 


UHL SPONSORS BUS 

Despite charter provisions pro- 
hibiting such action, Supervisor 
Uhl, advocate of motor buses for 
San Francisco, submitted to the 
city purchaser specifications and 
price of a particular type and 
make of bus on the first. 

“My dear Mr. Brooks,” wrote 
the supervisor, “enclosed here 
with a letter from Mr. 
district representative, 
coach division of » under 
date of November 22, subject 
matter prices and sp§cifications 
covering 32 passenger 
coach. 

“T also hand you herewith gen- 
eral specifications covering tran- 
sit “32” model 728. Inasmuch as 
I understand bids will be called 
for additional motor coaches, I 
am pleased to hand you the en- 
closed information.” 

The letter was signed “Adolph 
Uhl, Supervisor”. 

Inasmuch as the Board of Su- 
pervisors’ functions are legisla-t 


motor 





tive, and inasmuch as section 32 

of the charter prohibits Supervis- 

ors from making suggestions re- 

garding contracts or purchases 

to an administrative official, the 

action was regarded as unusual. 
(1 don’t—Ed.) 


BRIDGE DIRECTOR SCORES 
BUS PLAN : 

On the occasion of the Intro- 
duction of an offer of the Pacific 
Greyhound Lines for a contract 
covering bridge tolls over the Gol- 
den Gate Bridge, both General 
Manager Harrelson and Director 
Newhouse of the bridge charged 
that the offer was too low. 

Director Hugo Newhouse was 
quoted as saying: 


“For the year ending October 


31, Greyhound transported 550, 
800 passengers over the bridge in 
31,000 buses, for which they paid 
us $50,790. They now propose to 
pay us $790 less and transport 
nearly three and one-half million 
more passengers.” 
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KEY PIER SERVICE 

Though the Key System will 
discontinue the use of their fer- 
ries to San Francisco early next 
month, the officials of the com- 
pany announced on the sixth that 
the Key System pier terminal will 
be used for the Treasure Island 
service during the fair. 

East Bay pasengers to the Ex- 
position will use the Key System 
pier terminal, where there will 
be coin controlled turnstiles lea- 
ding to the ferries, which will 
cover the distance to the east 
ferry terminal on the island in 
10 minutes. 

Special trains will be operated 
on a frequent schedule direct to 
the Key pier terminal, over all 
lines of the Key System, with a 


universal free transfer privilege 
between fair trains and East Bay 


Transit Comipany street ears. 
Local token fair will prevail for 
all expositon service to and from 
the Key Terminal. 

“Our first full service to the 
exposition will be ready for oper- 
ation not later than February 11,” 
stated Alfred J. Lundberg, Key 
System president. 

STATE BELT UNDER 
FEDERAL JURISDICTION 





WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 5— 
The United States Supreme Court 


today ruled that the employees of} 


the State Belt Railroad of Cali- 
fornia must receive the benefits 
of the Federal Railroad Retire- 





ment Act instead of the State 
Employees Retirement System. 
The ruling was contained in a 
decision denying the State an In- 
junction against the annual col-| 


lections under the Federal Act. 
The State contended that the 
railroad which operates on the 
San Francisco waterfront, was an 
essential governmental function 
and was immune from Federal 
taxation; the court held otherwise. 


Ss. P. TRAIN WRECK 
BLAME FIXED 


The Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission’s Bureau of Safety, Dec. 
9, formally blamed a brakeman’s 
mental error for a head-on collis- 
sion between two Southern Pacif- 
ic passenger trains at Tortuga, 
Calif., September 20. 

Asserting that all of the fatali- 
ties to passengers occurred in the 
third car of train No. 44, known 
as the Californian, a car of light 
weight streamline design, the re- 
port said: 

“It is recommended that rail- 
road officials give serious consid- 
eration to discontinuance of op- 
eration of so-called light-weight 
cars between or ahead of stand- 
ard cars unless and until the 
strength of construction has been 
determined by substantially the 
tests to be _ substantially the 
same tests as that of other cars 
with which they are associated.” 

The accident was caused, the 
report said, by a switch being op- 
ened directly in front of the ap- 
proaching Argonaut. 

The engines, 4304 and 4362, are 
now being rebuilt at Los Angeles. 


HOBART SOUTHERN NO. 4 

Hobart Southern No. 4 is to be 
leased to the Oakland Terminal 
while their No. 4 undergoes ex- 
tensive repairs. 
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Ss. F. BUYS 
NEW STREET CARS 

SAN FRANCISCO Dec. 7—San 
Francisco’s first taste of modern 
street car transportation will be 
provided by four cars to be pur 
chased by the Public Utilities 
Commission at a cost of $21,000 
each, Utilities Manager Cahill re- 
vealed yesterday. 

The commission has approved 
expenditure of $112,000 for the 
cars, which includes cost of spare 
parts and engineering expense to 
adapt them to San Francisco’s 
particular needs. The street cars 
will be similar to those in use in 
Chicago, Cahill said. 

They will be three feet long- 
er than the “big, gray Municl- 
pal cars” contain five more 
seats (for total capacity of 60 
seated persons), to open at each 
end for two-man operation. 

‘They will weight 35,000 pounds, 
in contrast to the 61,000 pounds 


of the present cars, and will em- 


ploy sound deadening devices not 
used in San Francisco now. Two 





road Commission that effective 
January ist the company will 
charge a 7c cash fae or five to- 
kens for 36 cents. 

(Meeting in cession on _ the 
twelfth, the supervisors refused to 
act against the jitney service by 
a unanimous action of the board, 
marked only by the statement of 
Supervisor Colman who agreed 
that the jitneys give the railway 
unfair competition, but that they 
have been established too long 
for the Supervisors to deprive 
their owner-drivers of a liveli- 
hood. 

At the same time the board ap- 
proved the company’s request to 
abandon the Richland Avenue line 
by a vote of 10 to nothing. 

No action was taken regarding 
the number 8 (Market Street) 
line as the company’s petition 
clearly stated that the services 
had been reduced. 

Abandonment of the Divisadero 
street (number 24) line was dis- 
approved unanimously. 


Permission to abandon the 


will be powered with General El-; Nos. 10 and 25 Guerro Street 
ectric motors, two with Western’ lines from Valencia and Four- 


Electric. Two will have rubber 
two will also, 


mounted chassis, 
incorporate rubver deadening in 
the wheels themselves. 

S. F. FARE RAISE 
JANUARY 1 

Following the refusal of the 
Board of Supervisors of San Fran- 
cisco to prohibit jitney compett- 
tion or allow the Market Street 
Railway to abandon its unprofi- 
table lines, the Market Street 
Railway has notified the Rail- 





teenth streets to San Jose Avenue 
and Twenty-ninth street was de- 
nied. The company would have 
augmented service on the Valen- 
cia street for patrons of the No. 
26 line and operated a bus on the 
Monterey boulevard in place of 
the 10 line. 

The board took no action on 
the Number 30, 35, Sacramento 
cable or South San (Francisco 
lines because they had no juris- 
diction. 





